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Good morning family and friends. Welcome. Our plans for what we
experience today can be traced back to the “early church” in Acts. Today
we will begin with a few reminders then move forward with singing,
prayer, a lesson from the Bible, the Lord’s Supper, and the offering. We
are simply following directions. In Acts 2:24 we find, “And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers.” I'm glad we do.

January sometimes reminds me of this. Early in my ministry in Alabama
(1990) T was sleeping soundly one night. At midnight I awoke to the
terrible sound of a car crash. Just around the corner from where we
lived there was a sharp curve in front of a large oak tree. Four teenagers
were in the car, driving too fast, distracted, and careless. They missed
the curve and hit the tree head-on. Upon hearing the crash, I jumped out
of bed, clothed myself, and ran just up the street to see what one never
wants to see, a sight that remains etched in my memory. One teen
survived. Three did not. A police officer was first to arrive. I was second.
After quickly introducing myself as the minister just up the street, the
office gave me a job to do. “Preacher,” he said; “Take this flashlight,
stand in the street in the curve, and stop anyone from coming into the
scene of the accident.” I did. And in a way I am still fulfilling this officer’s
directive today.

In James 5:19-20 we read, "Brethren, if anyone among you wanders
from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him krnow that he who
turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death, and
cover a multitude of sins.”Oh, how I wish I could have been in the curve
earlier that night, with a flashlight, waving my arms, yelling “Slow down”
or “Pay attention” or “Please put your cellphone away” or anything that
would have made a difference in the outcome. As Christians we are
called to look out for each other and for all who may be headed in the
wrong direction. Jesus came to this earth for that Very purpose, to seek
and to save that which is lost — Luke 19:10.

The Apostle Paul wrote in I Corinthians 9:19, "For though I am free
from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the
more.” He stood in the curve of life with the flashlight of the word of God
to direct anyone from the way of sin and death into the way of salvation
and life. There are a few of us standing in the curve and we need your
help to stand with us.

Sunday morning sermon series “Focus on Jesus” continues today with
The Parable of Two Neighbors, one selfish, the other persistent. Jesus
teaches us about prayer. Tonight at 5:00 we will look at Jesus as the King
of Action. Jesus was always proactive. We can count on Jesus. He is
indeed the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Come and hear. MB




UPCOMING EVENTS

Today - Parent &Teen Meeting with Geoffrey about Y.0.U.
after Bible Class

Today- Birthday & Anniversary Potluck after Bible Classes
January 17 - Ladies Night Out at Ortegas at 6 pm - Dutch treat

January 20-22 - Y.0.U at R & C. (parent meeting soon).

March 31- April 2- River Valley Youth Ralley
More info later - See Geoffrey

Congratulations
Meagan Chapman & James Plummer request your presence to celebrate
their union on March 25, 2023 on Petit Jean Mountain at 4:00 p-m.
Reception to follow

JANUARY
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Jack & Leona Cindi Burleson
et Myrna Medlock

11 12 13 14

Caul Duvall

16 17 18 19 20 21

Terry Lentz Mark & Teresa

Nicole Rowland Shirley Webb Chapman Avery
Rowland

Bill Brice
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Midge Reynolds

Evan Freeman

*Roger & Shirlene el lantx Mirl & Betty Joslin

Young

29 30 31
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Men To Serve

January 15 a.m.
Announcements
Ron Semanek
Singing
Geoffrey Bane
Preaching A.m. & PM
Mickey Burleson
Opening Prayer
Matt Prysock
Scripture Reading

Landon Stover
Lords Table
Charles Lovelace Jack Trent
Curtis Rowland Titus Lawson
Closing Prayer
Charles Camp
Security
Jamie McCoy
Singing 4:30-5:00
Randy Gordey
Opening Prayer
Neal Chism

Closing Prayer -Jack Trent
Security- Geoffrey Bane

Men To Serve

January 22 a.m.
Announcements
Ron Semanek
Singing
Geoffrey Bane
Preaching AM & PM
Mickey Burleson
Opening Prayer
Marion Chenault

Scripture Reading
Drake McCoy

Lord’s Table
Clay Stover Landon Stover
Jamie McCoy Drayke McCoy
Closing Prayer
Matt Prysock
Security
Stephen Bomds
Singing 4:30-5:00 - Randy Gordsy
Opening Prayer - Neal Chism
Closing Prayer - Jack Trent
Security- Geoffrey Bane
Wed. evening Devo - Ron Senanek
Security - Charles Bane
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